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The vital question  of  modern inquiry relates to the first principle arid origin of   existence.    Every movement of thought is but the effort of the mind to grasp the individual facts of nature in a comprehensive unity, and to interpret the universe according to the suggestions of reason.     In all ages men have attempted  an ideal construction of natural phenomena.     But they have never been able to rest in anything short of an absolute unity :   a unity which is the negation of  all plurality and  change ;   a unity which is unconditioned itself, and yet conditions everything; an eternal constancy, which produces all geneses and all variety.    Thinkers have always apprehended, with more or less clearness, that the first principle must be one or nothing.    This   is  tacitly conceded in all modern systems of thought.    On this ground Biichner the materialist, Spencer the dynam-ist, Hegel the idealist, Cousin and Coleridge the spiritualists, meet in common.   The ultimate problem of all philosophy is to determine the relation of human thought to this absolute principle.     Among the solutions of the problem  there  are four distinct types, which, in the opinion of the author, exhaust the discussion.     First, it has been maintained that matter, with its essential attribute of force, explains the origin of the universe.     Second, the absolute principle has been found in force, considered as the cause of all the manifold  phenomena  of  the   universe.    Third, thought has been assumed as an eternal process of evolution, forming the supreme principle of all reality.